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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 1830 

E.O. 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: MASS, YE 
SUBJECT: PLANES FOR YAR 

1. ON 17 APRIL CHIEF OF SAUDI MILITARY MISSION IN SANA, 

COL. JAMIL SHUWAIL, TOLD DCM THAT HE "THOUGHT "THAT YAR 
CHIEF OF STAFF VISIT TO MOSCOW CONCERNED ONLY SPARE PARTS 
BUT THAT AT SAME TIME IT WAS NECESSARY TO "COOL YEMENIS 
OPF " AND FOR THIS REASON TALKS WERE TAKING PLACE IN RIYADH 
BETWEEN MODA AND AMERICAN OPPICIALS CONCERNING SLOTS POR 
PILOT TRAINING OP YEMENIS IN UNITED STATES. 

2. SHUWAIL SAID THAT HE ALSO EXPECTED US SURVEY TEAM TO 
ARRIVE IN SANA VERY SOON TO GET PIRST HAND IMPRESSION OP 
WHAT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO PHASE IN F-5'S. SHUWAIL SAID 
HE KNEW OP ANY F-5'S FOR YEMEN WOULD NOW HAVE TO 

COME FROM PRODUCTION AND THUS TAKE UP TO TWO YEARS PROM 
TIME OP AGREEMENT BUT HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD GIVE US AND 
SAUDI PRIENDS OP YEMEN CHANCE TO DEVELOP PACILITIES AND 
PILOTS HERE. HE SAID THAT HE DID NOT KNOW OP ANY PLANS 
IN INTERIM TO TRANPER F-5B'S. 
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COMMENT: IP SHUW AIL'S REPORTS ARE TRUE IT WILL MEAN 
THAT AS USUAL WE ARE BEING BROUGHT INTO SAUDI THINKING 
AND PLANNING ALTER MAJOR DECISIONS HAVE BEEN MADE. 

THEY WILL THEN EXPECT US TO "MOVE QUICKLY"AS SHUWAIL 

PUT IT AT ONE POINT IN THE CONVERSATION. WE ALSO 

DON'T KNOW WHETHER SAUDI HAVE AGREED TO OTHER PURCHASES 
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ON BEHALF OF YEMENIS. SOVIETS ARE INQUIRING ABOUT LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER STORY THAT WHEN MODA OFFICIALS GENERAL 
KABANI AND BRIGADIER ABDALLAH FADL WERE HERE LAST WEEK- 
SAUDIS DECLINED REPEATED SUGGESTIONS TO MEET ANYONE IN 
EMBASSY-THEY NEGOTIATED LARZA NEW ARMS AGREEMENT 
WITH YEMENIS. IF SO, WE MAY BE LAST TO KNOW ABOUT IT. 

SCOTES 
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